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ll April 69 
Harold; 











‘ ‘ Reference to the following: | 

i ee iad CE 2968: Hoover letter to ankin, paragraph 3; 
CS H Nicol at SHmt®* 508-510: discussion of unique Las, 
Sa eT NS marks on the base of CE 543. bias 
SU me CEs 619-624: illustrations for Nicol testimony. Riera 
= Remember those marks on the base of CE 543? These are Beha 


the ones that reised speculation that the cartridse might dsaeSalgt 
have been fed into another ii-C than "Oswald's", Nicol 

was wrong; I am almost sure of it (it is an honest error, as 
ons that both vohn Nichols and i made because we dbd Bees 
not understand the unusual way the ii-C extractor works ,) Sa 

I think I know what caused those marks; I am almost lassi 
sure of it. I wrote to Nichols and he will do tests. eS eh 

I don't have time to explain the technicel terms or Ea 
to deseribe the feeding of cartridge base into the bolt 
face, do I'll trust either that you understand or that 
you ean get advice from somebody who can show you. I 
will speak as though this were certain, but understand 
that it must first be tested. 

The M-C did make those marks, and they were made in 
the course of an operation that I described in my recent 
long letter to Nicol. 

In order to feed an empty case into the chamber so thet 
theprimer can be fired, you have to remove the bolt and 
slide the case base under the extractor and into the bolt 
Mata ate 4 face. Wicol did not understand this, for fe was not show | 
AE al ae the rifle in action-- all he saw was the bolt, and that ie 


aa tE RS Sng erg erty 












CoC AEG is not enough¥ to understand how this extractor works. It 
OS is not like the usual extractor. ‘There are only two ways 
ARERR stan of feeding cartridges into the chamber and fully seating a 
a eae them: that is, fully closing the bolt over them. You must =. 
either feed a loaded cartridge from the clip, or you must 
remove the bolt and proceed as I descrihted before. 
| s If-you manually place a case or cartridge into the ghank 
sacemieauatems isi uiansilee chamber, the bolt will not close over it, for in this rifle 
As the extractor does not strike the base and then snap around 
SRO ERE ES GIA the rim and grasp the inside of the rim. itost rifles have 
another type of extractor. 
Here is wahe what happened, as I.reconstruct it. I'll 

caihl the man who does this "Framer". All this happens 


Sie Gweeuad only with CE 543, the cartridge that has these three marks 
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not occur in the other two evidence case or in anv of 
tests. 


framer pulled the bullet from LE 5443, He inserted 


TRAIN A eS PRR the 
eS : the primer-- that is,he just dronned the case in the chambe 
or eased it in with his fingers. te then drove the bolt 

forward, but the bolt would not close oveXthe cartridge 
case (it cannot, when loaded in this fashion). When he 
drove the bolt home he rammed the case base and caused 

one set of marks (1 guess these are marks of the forward 
edge of the extractor). Framer could not understand why 
the bolt would not close. He removed the case from the 
chamber (probably wbhth a ramrod thrust into the muzzle), 

and again droped it into the chamber (perhaps thinking that 
the case was not lined up properly). He tried to close the 
bolt, but failed a second time, and he left a_second set 

of marks. Framer did the same thing once more, failed 
@gfain, and left a third set of marks. finally he got wise 
and tried something else, and eventually wound up removing 
the bolt and slipping the case base into the bolt face. 

Framer made all of his mistakes on VE543, Byxthex and 
marked the hell into it. iby the time he sot " around to 
CE ~ptt/545, he knew how to get empty cases into the 

Ch ee | so he did not mark these. ‘'he diploma for his 
education is etched into the brass of CE 543, the dented 
case mouth and the three sets of marks on the hase. 

Nicolav® I made the same error. 

I can see no other explanation for the three sets of 
marks; and it ties in verfectly whthe with what I said 
before. 

Tell me this: if you go to the archives and ask to 
see the cases, to hold them, what happens? do they just 
show you a picture, or do they let you have them? 

7 I would like to have them in my hands, the cases and 
Krazier's test cases, or good close-up color photos of 
. all the surfaces of all of them. Nichols has sent to 
/ the archives and asked for close-up photos of the dents. 
| That's good, if we can get them, but not enaugh. 
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I got Overstreet, but won't read it for a while, for 
| lt am extremely busy reading term papers and soon marking 
exams. 
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case manually in the chamber with the intent of blestine ' 
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